NORTHERN KITTITAS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER
TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP
(OR JOIN !!) NKCHS
Please renew your membership to NKCHS soon!
Membership fees help keep our non-profit
organization alive and functioning. Fees are very
affordable and valid for one year. There are many
BENEFITS OF JOINING, including:
 Your membership helps support two museums
in Cle Elum – the Telephone and Carpenter
House Museums;
 You will be invited to attend our bi-monthly
meetings;
 You will receive priority invitations to all our
events; and
 You will receive information on all our activities.
Fees are: $15 for Student/Senior, $20 for
Individual, and $35 for Family. Donate $100 or
MORE and receive ALL OF THE ABOVE BENEFITS
PLUS:
 Your name will be posted on our website as a
PATRON MEMBER; and
 You will receive a colorful 4-inch round
membership sticker.
The application for new membership and/or
renewal can be found online at nkcmuseums.org.
Membership fees can be paid by check or online.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 1:00PM

Mar 2022

NKCHS EVENTS THIS PAST YEAR
Although that pesky COVID bug slowed down
operations at both museums, there’s still great
things going on that we are pleased to report on:
Our Amazing Volunteer Docents: We couldn’t have
opened our museum doors this year without the
amazing support of our volunteer museum docents!
Telephone Museum volunteers included Launa
Medved, Kip Fox, Lyn Derrick, Howard Briggs, and
Charlene Kauzlarich; while the High Country Artists
continued to staff the Carpenter House with
members Jim Schlies, Kathi Butorac, Linda Allegre,
Virginia Depicolzuane, Mary Rickard, Bonnie Hawk,
Joe Ferry, and Gerald and Charlene Kauzlarich
filling the docent duties.
Quilts of Valor Presentations at the Carpenter
House: Last year, local quilt groups across the
county presented over 170 Quilts of Valor to local
veterans to thank them for their service as well as
provide comfort and healing. Several of these
presentations, organized by the Red Barn
Piecemakers, took place at the Carpenter House.
Shown here on the front steps of the Carpenter
House is one of the events in which quilts were
presented to (left to right) James Dunn (Army),
David Miller (Army), Charles Glondo (Navy), and
Michael Gee (Marines).

Please join us for the annual open membership and
board meeting to be held at the Carpenter House
on March 17th at 1:00pm. Election results for new
board directors will be followed by the regular bimonthly board meeting. All members are welcome
to attend. As is true with all organizations, we need
your help in continuing our mission to further the
preservation and dissemination of Northern
Kittitas County history.
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Visit From U.S. Representative Kim Schrier: We
were thrilled to have U.S. Representative Kim
Schrier visit the Carpenter Museum last summer.
Letters had been sent to our state representatives
earlier in the year to thank them for supporting the
COVID relief funds made available to our Society,
and to invite them to visit our museums. Dr.
Schrier took us up on the invitation and paid a visit
in early August. During her visit to the Carpenter
House she participated in a Quilts of Valor
presentation and toured the historic museum. [Dr.
Schrier is seen below presenting a special military
pin to (Thomas) Joe Ferry. Joe’s wife and director of
the Red Barn Piecemakers quilting group is shown
on the right.]

Telephone Museum Windows Get Some Loving
Care: The outside window sills at the Telephone
Museum received some much needed
improvement this summer. Ken from AK Painting
and Construction, located in Thorp, did a marvelous
job of scraping, repairing, and painting the sills. His
work vastly improved the outside appearance of
this 100-year-old museum!
Windermere Realty Staff Spruced up the Carpenter
Lawn: An incredible team of volunteers from Cle
Elum's Windermere Realty came to the Carpenter

302 W. 3rd St, Cle Elum WA 98922

Mar 2022

Museum mid-June to trim overgrown branches and
bushes and weed the flower beds as part of their
Community Service Day. They did an awesome job
and we so appreciated their efforts!! Shown below
are Windermere’s volunteers on the front steps of
the Carpenter House (Back row left to right) Kathy
Robertson, Rory Savage, Jon Newton; (Middle row)
Stacie Sena, Neil Lundquist; (Front row) Laura
Carlson, Caroline Kurtz; and (Front) Michael
Richard.

SHARP Grant to Fund Utility Costs in 2022: NKCHS
received notice this past Fall that our application to
the Humanities Washington SHARP (Sustaining the
Humanities through the American Rescue Plan)
grant had been approved in the amount of $7,000.
Funding for this grant was provided by Humanities
Washington and the National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH) as part of the American Rescue
Plan Act of 2021 (ARP) approved by the U.S.
Congress and signed into law by President Joseph R.
Biden. The funds awarded will be applied to the
utility costs of both the Carpenter House and
Telephone Museum for 2022. The COVID pandemic
has greatly affected our museum activities these
past couple of years, resulting in a loss of revenue
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normally obtained through visitor donations. Even
though we had to restrict our open times, we still
had to keep the utilities operating. Insurance,
water/sewer, electricity, and propane costs for both
museums is estimated to run approximately $8,560
this year, so the $7,000 grant will be of tremendous
help.
Museum Visitors in 2021: The COVID pandemic has
greatly impacted our two museums’ visitor counts.
We’ve lost some volunteer docents due to health
concerns and had to cut down the number of days
the museums were open. With that in mind, the
Telephone Museum was open for a total of 57 days
last year (30 days less than normal) and welcomed
1,007 visitors (down from our 2019 count of 1,488).
The Carpenter Museum saw 600 visitors (down
from its 2019 count of 928). Fingers and toes
crossed that this nasty COVID situation is nearing
the end and visitor numbers will start improving!!

NKCHS EVENTS ON SLATE FOR 2022
Revival of the “Night At The Museum” Speaker
Series: The board of directors is currently working
on scheduling speakers for our history lectures,
begun in 2017 but postponed the past two years
due to the pandemic. We’re hopeful the pandemic
will be in our rearview mirror soon, so we can
resume the series this summer. We have some
interesting topics under review. More information
will be sent out as plans are finalized. The lectures
occur on Thursday nights at 6:30pm in the
basement of the Carpenter House Museum. Videos
of past lectures can be viewed on our website
nkcmuseums.org.
Community Art Festival Coming August 19-21: The
High Country Artists are working with Suncadia, Cle
Elum, and Roslyn representatives to offer a
community art festival the weekend of August 19-
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21, 2022. The festival will begin in Cle Elum on
Friday at the Pioneer Coffee parking lot, move up to
Suncadia on Saturday, and wrap up in Roslyn on
Sunday. There are several community organizations
working on plans for this community event
including the Cle Elum and Roslyn Downtown
Associations, Pacific Crest Creatives, Pioneer Coffee,
and Suncadia. HCA will offer a booth at Friday’s
event showcasing Mary Rickard demonstrating how
to create unique wooden tables from forest
materials, a watercolor demonstration by High
Country Artist Kathi Butorac at the Carpenter
House Friday afternoon, and a plein aire
demonstration by visiting artist Angela Bandurka at
the Carpenter House on Saturday morning. It is
hoped this will turn into an annual event.
Historical Walking Tour: NKCHS has submitted
plans to the Cle Elum Downtown Association to use
in the Downtown’s efforts to create a “Historic
Downtown Walking Tour,” scheduled to begin this
year. The proposal covers historic areas of interest
between the Telephone and Carpenter House
museums.
Carpenter House to Re-Open Friday, April 1 st: No
Fooling!! High Country Artists are making plans to
re-open the museum on April 1st and working on
their exhibit schedule for the year. Plans are to
keep the museum open on its regular schedule of
Fridays through Sundays, Noon to 4:00. Artists Jim
Schlies and Mary Rickard will be giving live
demonstrations that weekend to show how they
create their special pieces – Jim with his beautiful
acrylic painted landscapes, and Mary with her
unique wooden tables.
Telephone Museum to Re-Open Memorial
Weekend: Plans are in the works to re-open the
museum with its normal schedule of Memorial
Weekend until Labor Day Weekend. The number of
days open will depend upon how many volunteer
docents are available to work a 4-hour afternoon
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shift. PLEASE!! If you are interested in spending a
fun afternoon in downtown Cle Elum greeting
visitors to the Telephone Museum, contact us at
nkcmuseums@gmail.com or call Charlene at (509)
649-2880.

MUSEUM DOCENTS:
 Open and close the Museum;
 Typical work shift is 4 hours, from noon to 4pm;
 Greet visitors and explain what the museum is
about;
 Keep tally on the number of visitors, donations
collected, and items sold;
 Handle small retail sales.
BOARD MEMBERS:
 Attend six bi-monthly meetings per year (third
Thursday of the month at 1pm);
 Help determine yearly goals and budget; and
 Provide oversight and accountability for the
Society.
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer,
please contact us at nkcmuseums@gmail.com or
call Charlene at (509) 649-2880.

“Now that I’ve invented it, I have this
odd compulsion to hold it in my hand
wherever I go and glance at it
incessantly.” Cartoon by Paul Karasik as seen in

PATRONS OF NKCHS

the Sept. 20, 2021 issue of The New Yorker.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!
Volunteers are extremely important in keeping the
doors to our museums open! As we’ve stated many
times, “There’s nothing stronger than the heart of
a volunteer!” We need volunteers to docent at our
museums as well as serve on the Board of
Directors. Volunteering as a Museum Docent is a
fun way to spend an afternoon, meet new people,
and develop a greater sense of
community. Volunteering to serve on the Board of
Directors will help you gain insight as to the
operations of the Society, help fulfill our mission of
preserving history, and quite possibly make you
look Good! Volunteer duties may include the
following:
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Thank You to the following Patron Members for
your generous support to NKCHS!
KEN & CANDY ALLEN
ASTER INN
CASCADE RAIL FOUNDATION
CLE ELUM DOWNTOWN ASSN
COTTAGE CAFÉ
PHIL HESS
HAROLD & JOANNE IVERSON
PETER KLENAK
ROBERT & SENA LANPHERE
MAMA VALLONES RESTAURANT
RON & BECKY MONTGOMERY
MOSAIC COUNSELING
NORTHWEST PHYSICAL THERAPY
DR. LORIN AND KAREN PETERSON
KEITH AND NANCY SALYER
ROS-ELUM SERVICES LLC
TUCKAWAY ANTIQUES
UMPQUA BANK
PAT WOODELL
Become a PATRON today! Details online at
nkcmuseums.wordpress.com/nkchs-patrons/
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